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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF MONROE COUNTY, ILLINOIS FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

 

The meeting of the County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois was called to order at 8:00 

a.m.  Chairman Robert Elmore, Commissioner Delbert Wittenauer and Commissioner Vicki 

Koerber were present. 

 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Others present included Sheila Wetzler,  County Clerk  Dennis Knobloch, along with Press Corps 

representatives – Joe Leicht of the Monroe County Independent and Alan Dooley of the Republic 

Times.  

 

There being a quorum present, the meeting was called to order by Chairman Elmore. 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

Aaron Metzger was present for Highway Department discussion.  Mr. Metzger said bids had been 

received for furnishing materials for the aggregate maintenance program.  Motion was made by 

Commissioner Wittenuaer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to approve the suggested 

bids for the County Aggregate Maintenance Program.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none 

Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-14 
 

 WHEREAS, bids were received on February 2, 2017 for furnishing materials required by 

Monroe County Highway Department to be used for the county’s 2017 aggregate maintenance 

program, and 

 WHEREAS, the following low bids, with respect for haul distance on aggregate materials 

were received from Columbia Quarry Company, East St. Louis, IL: 

 Group 1 – 300 tons of CA15/CM15 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at 

Waterloo Plant for use at County Shed Stockpile @ $8.30/ton; and 

 Group 2 – 500 tons of CA16/CM16 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at 

Waterloo Plant for use at County Shed Stockpile @ $8.30/ton; and 

 Group 3 – 100 tons of CA16/CM16 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at 

Waterloo or Dupo Plant for use in Valmeyer Stockpile at $8.30/ton; and 

 Group 4 – 700 tons of CA16/CM16 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at 

Waterloo Plant for use in Chalfin Bridge Stockpile at $8.30/ton; and  

 Group 5 – 500 tons of CA6/CA9 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at Waterloo 

or Dupo Plant for use in the Valmeyer/Columbia Areas @ $6.65/ton; and 

 Group 6 – 500 ton of CA6/CA9 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at Waterloo 

Plant for use in Waterloo/Maeystown/Red Bud Areas @ $6.65/ton; and 

 WHEREAS, the following bids with respect for haul distance on aggregate materials 

were received from Mississippi Lime Company, St Louis, MO: 

 Group 7 – 500 tons of CA6/CA9 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at Prairie Du 

Rocher Plant for use in Fults, Renault and Ames Areas @ $7.30/ton; and 

 Group 7 – 1000 tons of CA16/CM16 aggregate, furnished and loaded on trucks at Prairie 

Du Rocher Plant for use in Fults, Renault, and Ames Areas @ $10.000/ton. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the aforelisted low bidders be and are 

hereby awarded the contracts. 
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Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, this 21st 

day of February, 2017. 

 
 

Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Koerber 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to 

approve the suggested bids for the Road Districts Aggregate Maintenance Program.  All voting 

Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-15 
 

 

 

2017 ROAD DISTRICTS AGGREGATE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 

 

WHEREAS, bids were received on February 2, 2017 for furnishing materials to be used 

by various road districts in Monroe County, Illinois in the 2017 Aggregate Maintenance Program; 

and 

WHEREAS, the following bids with respect for haul distances on the aggregate bids, 

were received by Columbia Quarry Company, East St. Louis, IL and approved by the Road 

District Commissioners: 

CA15/CM15 aggregate for MFT maintenance, furnished and loaded on trucks at 

Waterloo Plant for Road Districts No. 1, 3 and 8 @ $8.30/ton; and 

CA16/CM16 aggregate for MFT maintenance, furnished and loaded on trucks at 

Waterloo or Dupo Plant for Road Districts No. 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, and Group 8B @ $8.30/ton; and  

CA6/CA9 aggregate for MFT maintenance, furnished and loaded on trucks at Waterloo 

or Dupo Plant for Road District No. 6, 9, and Groups 10A and 10B @ $6.65/ton; and  

WHEREAS, the following bids with respect for haul distances on the aggregate bids, 

were received by Mississippi Lime Company, St. Louis, MO and approved by the Road District 

Commissioners: 

CA16/CM 16 aggregate for MFT maintenance, furnished and loaded on trucks at Prairie 

Du Rocher Plant for Road District No. 8 for Group 8A @ $10.00/ton; and 
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CA6/CA9 aggregate for MFT maintenance, furnished and loaded on trucks at Prairie Du 

Rocher Plant for Road District No. 10 for Group 10C @ $7.30/ton; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the above listed low bidder is hereby 

awarded the contracts, subject to the approval of the respective Road District Commissioners. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, this  

21st day of February, 2017. 

 

Motion:   Wittenauer    Second:  Koerber 

Aye:   Three     Nay:  None 

Absent:  None 

 

      _______________________________________ 

      Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk  Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

      Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

Mr. Metzger said he would like to add $100,000 in additional funds to the County’s Illinois 

Department of Transportation MFT maintenance allotment.  Motion was made by Commissioner 

Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to approve that request.  All voting Aye, 

none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 
     

RESOLUTION 17-16 
 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION   County Maintenance Resolution 

 

RESOLVED, by the County Board of Monroe County, that $100,000 is appropriated 

from the Motor Fuel Tax allotment for the maintenance on County or State highways and meeting 

the requirements of the Illinois Highway Code, and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that maintenance sections or patrols be maintained under the provision of 

said Illinois Highway Code beginning January 1, 2017 and ending December 31, 2017, and be it 

further 

 RESOLVED, that the County Engineer/County Superintendent of Highways shall, as 

soon as practicable after the close of the period as given above, submit to the Department of 

Transportation. 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

Monroe County, 
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I, Dennis M. Knobloch County Clerk, in and for said County, in the State aforesaid, and keeper 

for the records and files thereof, as provided by statute, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a 

true, perfect and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the County Board of Monroe County, 

at its Regular meeting held at Waterloo, IL on February 21, 2017 

 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said County at 

my office in Waterloo, Illinois in said County, this 21st day of February A.D. 2017. 

 

 

__________________________  County Clerk 

 

 

Mr. Metzger said after discussions with Maeystown Village officials regarding some problems 

with the historic stone bridge there, he has found some available funding in the County Bridge 

fund to help with the work that needs to be done there.  Motion was made by Commissioner 

Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to appropriate $43,000 from the County 

Bridge Fund to help cover the cost of the Maeystown Bridge repair project. All voting Aye, none 

Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-17 

 

VILLAGE OF MAEYSTOWN AND THE COUNTY OF MONROE 

STONE BRIDGE REPAIR  

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Maeystown (Village) and the County of Monroe (County) in 

the interest of improved transportation facilities to the motoring public desire to repair the historic 

stone  arch bridge in the Village of Maeystown; and  

WHEREAS, the provisions of 605 ILCS 5/5-501 provides that the County and qualifying 

municipalities may jointly construct or repair any bridge, culvert and drainage structures along 

any public road within said municipality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board Chairman and County 

Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the agreement between the Village of Maeystown and County 

of Monroe, attached hereto, providing for completion of above noted bridge repairs and other 

drainage improvements within the Village of Maeystown. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that $43,000 is hereby appropriated from the County 

Bridge Fund to cover the total cost of the project and that as work progresses the County 

Engineer is directed to bill the Village of Maeystown an amount equal their share as stated in the 

attached agreement.  

 

 Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, 

this 21st day of February, 2017. 

 

Motion:    Koerber     Second:   Wittenauer 

Aye:         Three      Nay:        None 

Absent:     None  
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       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 

Dennis M. Knobloch,  County Clerk   Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

Mr. Metzger said there had been some discussion at the Planning Commission regarding 

annexations that have taken place by the local municipalities, that will sometimes result in 

stretches of roadway where there might be sections requiring maintenance by the City, or by a 

Road District, or by the County, with those sections being intermingled.  He said there is also 

some pending State legislation that would require situations like this to be addressed prior to the 

annexations being completed.  He said several examples of this situation would be Country Club 

Hills, the Pines and also one area within the Village of Maeystown.  The proposed resolution 

would require that in the case of annexation that involves Road District roadways, the County 

Board Chairman would meet with a representative of the annexing municipality to work out an 

agreement for roadway maintenance.  Mr. Metzger said in order to make sure all of the local 

jurisdictions are thinking about how to address these scenarios, he wanted to ask the County 

Board to pass this resolution.  He said the goal is to make the developers more responsible for 

providing roadway solutions when they are developing local properties.  Motion was made by 

Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to approve the Road District 

Maintenance Agreement/Annexation Resolution.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-18 
 

ROAD MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

FOR COUNTY ROADS AFFECTED BY ANNEXATION 

 

     WHEREAS, the County of Monroe, in the interest of safety to the motoring public and 

preserving its transportation facilities wish to provide for the continued maintenance of County 

Roads; and 

     WHEREAS, when a municipality annexes property for development purposes in which a 

County Road must be travelled in order to access said development this increased traffic count 

and loadings cause an unjust burden on the resources and finances of any Road District to 

maintain said County Road; and 

     WHEREAS, the Municipality receives all real estate tax monies from said development; and 

     WHEREAS, the Developer receives the benefit of selling lots and/or saving time and money 

on vehicle maintenance from travelling a well maintained roadway; and 

     WHEREAS, the County Road District receives nothing from the annexation of property 

accessed by the County Road. 

     

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners that upon 

annexation of property by a municipality for development purposes in which a  County Road 

must be travelled in order to access said development, the County Board Chairman shall notify  



38 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF MONROE COUNTY, ILLINOIS FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

 

the Mayor of the annexing Municipality and request an agreement to be established between the 

Road Authority, annexing Municipality and Developer to ensure that all roads that will be 

affected by the annexation will be maintained in the same or better condition as before the 

annexation; and  

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Engineer be assigned to work with the City 

Engineer/Public Works Director of the annexing Municipality as to determination of “same or 

better” as described above. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, this 21st 

day of February, 2017. 

 
 

Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Koerber 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

 

Mr. Metzger was wearing his Monroe County Employee Identification Badge and asked if this 

would be standard attire following the institution of the courthouse single point access on March 

6.  He was informed by the Commissioners that would indeed be the case. 

 

Commissioner Koerber asked if the Highway Department Mechanic would be available to 

perform oil changes and routine maintenance on the Monroe County Ambulances.  Mr. Metzger 

said he could probably do some minor work, but any major problems would have to go to the 

dealer for repairs.  Mr. Metzger also said he would have to charge something for the time 

involved, but it would still probably be cheaper than taking the Ambulance to a dealer.  He said 

he would discuss this with Carla Heise. 

 

Pam Jacobs came to the meeting to discuss the University of Illinois Extension Service lease at 

the County Annex Building.  Kevin Koenigstein was also in attendance for this discussion.  There 

was some discussion of how the possible sale of the building to the Health Department could 

impact the Extension Service. Ms. Jacobs said she is currently paying $32,112 as an annual lease 

payment.  She said there has been no painting or carpet replacement in their office area, and she 

even has a broken window that hasn’t been repaired for quite some time.  Ms. Jacobs said she 

would like to see her lease payment cut in half.  She said she continues to struggle with her 

budget because of the problems with the State finances.  Chairman Elmore said the  
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Commissioners would study this situation to see if there could be any reduction in the amount of 

the lease. 

 

Commissioner Koerber asked if the Master Gardeners could help to provide any landscaping in 

the circle drive area in front of the Courthouse.  Ms. Jacobs said they will be doing the area 

around Nora’s bench on the south side of the building, and they would also take a look at the 

circle drive area to see what could be done. 

 

Mike Fausz came to the meeting to discuss a personnel issue. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to go 

into closed session to discuss personnel.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent. Motion 

carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-19 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois 

that the Board is going into closed session for the purpose of Personnel. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, this 21st 

day of February, 2017. 

 
 

Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Koerber 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Koerber, with a second by Commissioner Wittenauer to end 

closed session and return to open session.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion 

carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-20 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois that the 

Board is ending its closed session and returning to open session. 
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Passed by the Board of County Commissioner of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, this 21st 

day of February, 2017. 

 

Motion:    Koerber     Second:   Wittenauer 

Aye:         Three      Nay:        None 

Absent:     None  

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 

Dennis M. Knobloch,  County Clerk   Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

There was discussion regarding the Electrical Inspector position.  Motion was made by 

Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to change the Electrical 

Inspector position from a part-time employee position to an Independent Contractor situation.  All 

voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried.  Mr. Fausz said he will talk to Mr. Jahr, 

the current Electrical Inspector, to see if he is willing to make that change, and Mr. Jahr will be 

required to provide an answer prior to the next meeting of the County Board on March 6. 

 

Kim Keckritz was present for the monthly Oak Hill report.  She said the report contains the first 

month of financial information for the current fiscal year.  Ms. Keckritz said the profit line is 

lower, because there have been more empty beds.  Part of this is because of the ongoing 

construction project, and part is because there have been more empty Alzheimer’s beds.  At the 

same time, the Nursing Home has been turning away skilled care residents, because there are no 

empty beds in those areas.  Ms. Keckritz said management has been discussing the possibility of 

closing down one of the Alzheimer’s wings, and turning it into a skilled care area. 

 

Ms. Keckritz said the visit by representatives from St. Anthony’s went well, and they look 

forward to working with Oak Hill for rehab services.  She also said Oak Hill has hired a 

consultant from Pathway Health to audit the Medicare billing processes. 

 

Following discussion, motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by 

Commissioner Koerber to approve the monthly Nursing Home bills.  All voting Aye, none Nay 

and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Will Stajduhar of Holland Construction was on hand for the Evergreen Pointe construction 

progress report.  He said the construction work is still close to schedule.  Thirteen work days have 

been lost due to weather conditions, but he still expects the project to be submitted to IDPH for 

approval in early May.  Several change orders were discussed.  Mr. Stajduhar said the original 

plans called for lights over each of the beds in the new area, but the Electrical Engineer missed 

those on the plans, so they were not included in the final cost estimates.  He said those lights, in 

the amount of $11,270.46 would have to be paid from the Contingency line item.  Ms. Keckritz 

said she didn’t feel this was right, since earlier in the project, when there was a problem with the  
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Huebner dirt work contract, she was told the extra amount due could not be taken from the 

Contingency line.  Commissioner Koerber said she would like to have State’s Attorney Chris 

Hitzemann review this situation and make a recommendation to the County Board. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to 

approve the Holland pay request in the amount of $428,172.52, pending review of the bed light 

change order by State’s Attorney Chris Hitzemann.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  

Motion carried.  The Commissioners have scheduled a walk-through of the Evergreen Pointe 

project on Thursday, March 2 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

The following Accounts Payable having been approved for payment, Commissioner Wittenauer 

moved that the same be allowed and that vouchers be issued against their respective funds of the 

County Treasurer for payment. Motion seconded by Commissioner Koerber, and so declared.  All 

voting Aye, none Nay, and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

 

AT&T Mobility 1,736.13 

Americom 2,218.00 

Brittani Holcomb 122.79 

City of Waterloo 16,322.54 

Coast to Coast 368.85 

Comlabs, Inc. 633.45 

Conrad Press Ltd. 190.50 

CPR & Safety Training 400.00 

Culligan-Schaefer Water Centers 59.76 

D&A Builders 2,261.50 

Debra Burckhardt 175.00 

Egyptian Stationers Inc. 1,440.47 

Gateway FS 2,814.51 

Goodin Associates Ltd 90.00 

Harrisonville Telephone Company 492.02 

IL Emergency Services Mgmt Assoc 65.00 

Illinois State’s Attorney Assoc 375.00 

John Deere Financial 29.99 

Judy Krebel 102.40 

Kelsey Lutz 410.18 

Kone Inc. 633.14 

Laurie Wilde 609.83 

Lawrence P. Chausse 300.00 

Leon Uniform Company Inc. 422.91 

Locks A2Z 456.00 

Mark Mechler 68.00 

Midwest Occupational Medicine 84.00 

Monroe County Electric Coop Inc. 437.50 

Monroe County House of Neighborly Service 1,560.00 

Motorola 216.00 

Nabers Shop 1,694.58 
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Oak Hill 6,528.00 

O’Reilly Auto Parts 45.13 

Quality Collision 96.19 

Quill Corporation 380.52 

Reliable Sanitation Service Inc. 2,726.07 

Republic-Times LLC 118.00 

Select Propane & Fuel 69.80 

Sidebarr Technologies 558.00 

Steve R. Meister 35.08 

Thomson Reuters-West Publishing Corp. 916.22 

Vision Websoft 90.00 

Warner Communications Corp. 1,676.00 

Watson’s Office City 7.76 

 

AMBULANCE SERVICE FUND 

 

Airgas Mid America 309.58 

Andres Medical Billing, Ltd. 4,343.61 

Bound Tree Medical LLC 81.27 

City of Columbia 666.45 

Dobbs Tire & Auto Centers 128.31 

Gateway FS 45.54 

Hanft Windshield Repair 50.00 

Hero’s In Style 20.45 

Mertz Ford 3,939.10 

Midwest Warehouse & Storage 100.00 

Nabers Shop 47.50 

Refund EMS Call 98.40 

Republic Times LLC 24.00 

Stryker Sales Corporation 1,015.79 

Wireless USA 50.00 

 

HEALTH TAX FUND 

 

Culligan-Schaefer Water Centers 42.87 

Egyptian Stationers Inc. 283.39 

McKesson Medical Surgical 406.94 

Ryan Castello 487.50 

Stericycle Inc. 278.52 

 

HIGHWAY FUND 

 

Al’s Auto Waterloo 79.05 

Ameren Illinois 52.84 

DataTronics 188.00 

Equipment Service Co. Inc. 441.98 

H&M Heavy Equipment Repair Inc. 1,846.06 

Harrisonville Drainage & Levee 3,962.50 
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Leaf 299.00 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative 1,219.27 

Nu-Deal Oil Company 743.22 

O’Reilly Auto Parts 180.91 

Petri Insurance Agency 30.00 

Reliable Sanitation Service Inc. 50.60 

Republic Times LLC 56.00 

Schaeffer Mfg. Co. 1,000.95 

Secretary of State 10.00 

Select Propane 335.18 

Tapco Inc. 911.13 

V “Red” Smith Pest Control Inc. 25.00 

Woody’s Municipal Supply Company 495.54 

 

COUNTY MOTOR FUEL 

 

Monroe County Highway Fund        32,999.20 

 

RECORDER’S DOCUMENT FUND 

 

Fidlar Technologies           1,380.40 

 

CIRCUIT CLERK DOCUMENT FUND 

 

Americom            6,665.00 

 

TORT & IMMUNITY 

 

Illinois Dept. Employment Security         1,311.00 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to 

approve the open and closed session minutes from February 6, 2017.  All voting Aye, none Nay 

and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber to 

appoint Janel Holmes to the Monroe County Board of Health to replace Lyle Hoffmann who has 

retired from the Board.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 17-21 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois 

that Janel Holmes, 309 Hoener, Waterloo, Illinois be appointed to the Monroe County Board of 

Health, replacing Lyle Hoffmann who has resigned, with term to commence on February 21, 

2017 and term to expire on June 30, 2017 or until a successor is appointed and has qualified. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo this 21st 

day of February, 2017. 
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Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Koerber 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Vicki Koerber, Member 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Koerber, with a second by Commissioner Wittenauer to 

approve a Raffle Permit for The Maidez Center.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  

Motion carried. 

 

Jennifer Duensing came to the meeting to discuss Les Amis du Fort de Chartres (the Friends of 

Fort de Chartres).  This group has once again agreed to sponsor the 2017 Special Events at Fort 

de Chartres State Historic Site.  She said the group was very successful in gathering sponsorships 

from Monroe and Randolph County organizations and businesses in 2016, and she hoped they 

could do the same in 2017.  Ms. Duensing said IHPA has consulted on various maintenance 

issues at the site.  Since the State has not provided any funds to complete these projects, IHPA 

has given Les Amis du Fort de Chartres permission to pursue and repair these problems whenever 

funding becomes available.  Ms. Duensing said she is also hopeful that additional contributions 

will allow more enhancement of the grounds and structures, as well as for the institution of new 

events and educational programming. 

 

Commissioner Koerber said she had talked with DE Signs about producing a sign for the wall 

behind the information desk.  The sign is a variation of the Monroe County Bicentennial logo.  

The proposed sign would be about 3’x 3’.  Two sign options were presented – one a flat sign and 

one a three dimensional sign.  Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by 

Commissioner Koerber to approve the three dimensional sign in the amount of $1,472.74 plus 

$165 for installation costs.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried.  This 

logo can also be used for any other Monroe County government needs, and it may eventually be 

adopted as the official Monroe County logo. 

 

Shawn Hamilton of IPBC came to the meeting to discuss the Monroe County Health Insurance 

program.  Also in attendance were Kevin Koenigstein and Annmarie Marcuson, plus Carla Heise 

and a large contingent of Ambulance Service personnel.  Mr. Hamilton said the County has 

several choices – they can continue with Blue Cross for Health Insurance, but the new program 

could not be started until January 1, 2018.  The other option is for the County to switch to United 

Healthcare as the health insurance carrier, and then the change could be made starting 
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 July 1, 2017.  Mr. Hamilton said no matter which way the County goes, they would not start 

realizing the benefits of the insurance cooperative until they started with the program.  Following 

discussion, the Commissioners felt it would make the most sense to switch to United Healthcare 

and start the new health insurance program on July 1, 2017.  Commissioner Koerber said she 

would like to have State’s Attorney Chris Hitzemann review the contract prior to making the final 

decision.  The Board will take action at the March 6 meeting, and will have to adopt a Resolution 

to accept membership in the Southern Illinois Health Insurance Initiative, a sub-pool that is a 

member of the Intergovernmental Personnel Benefit Cooperative.  Mr. Hamilton said this still 

would not guarantee acceptance into the pool – Monroe County would have to receive a final 

approval from the group prior to instituting the health insurance program. 

 

Carla Heise came to the meeting to open and review bids for remounting the Ambulance box onto 

a new chassis.  Three bids were opened and reviewed.  There were as follows: 

 Foster Coach -   $122,654 

 ARV -    $111,670 

 Sentinel -   $123,762 

 

Commissioner Koerber said she would like for Ms. Heise and the Ambulance Service staff to 

review the bids and come back to the next County Board meeting with a recommendation. 

 

Ms. Heise announced that the Ambulance Service had received a grant from IDPH for new 

suction units.  Commissioner Koerber told Ms. Heise to contact Aaron Metzger in regard to 

having Highway Department staff perform routine maintenance tasks on the County’s Ambulance 

fleet. 

 

There being no additional business to come before the County Board, motion to adjourn was 

made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Koerber.  All voting Aye, 

none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 


