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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

OF MONROE COUNTY, ILLINOIS NOVEMBER 7, 2016 

 

The meeting of the County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois was called to order at 8:00 

a.m.  Chairman Terry Liefer, Commissioner Delbert Wittenauer, and Commissioner Robert Elmore 

were present. 

 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Others present included Sheila Wetzler, Deputy County Clerk Audrey Trembly, along with Press 

Corps representatives – Joe Leicht of the Monroe County Independent and Alan Dooley of the 

Republic Times.   

 

There being a quorum present, the meeting was called to order by Chairman Liefer. 

 

Tony Grasso asked to speak during the Public Comment period.  He said he is going to try to 

convince PNC Bank to allow the use of their abandoned bank facility for a Monroe County History 

Museum Annex, he is trying to arrange to have Babe Ruth’s car here in Monroe County for the 

Waterloo Millers’ opening 2017 baseball game, his suit against Monroe County that was signed by 

the dog catcher was dismissed, he still doesn’t understand why the Steinheimer case was handled as it 

was, and tax buyer John Vassen is now out of Jail. 

 

Aaron Metzger was present for the discussion of Highway Department business.  Motion was made 

by Commissioner Elmore, with a second by Commissioner Wittenauer to appropriate $106,000 in 

Motor Fuel Tax funds to be used for the salary of the County Engineer.  All voting Aye, none Nay 

and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 16-69 
 

COUNTY MOTOR FUEL TAX FUND 

COUNTY ENGINEER 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the County of Monroe desire to use money 

allotted to the County under provisions of the State Motor Fuel Tax laws for the purpose of paying 

the salary of the County Engineer. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that subject to approval of the Illinois Department 

of Transportation, there is hereby appropriated from the County Motor Fuel Tax Fund, ONE 

HUNDRED SIX THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS($106,000) for salary of the County Engineer 

for the period of December 1, 2016 through November 30, 2017. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo, this 7th day of 

November, 2016. 

 

Motion:    Elmore     Second:   Wittenauer 

Aye:         Three      Nay:        None 

Absent:     None  
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       _____________________________ 

       Terry Liefer, Chairman 

 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 

Dennis M. Knobloch,  County Clerk   Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Member 

 

 

 

Mr. Metzger explained that the cost of replacing some of the Highway signs here in the County came 

in less than expected, so he was suggesting that allocated funds now be transferred.  Motion was 

made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to transfer $15,039.76 

from the Construction Fund to the Highway Fund.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  

Motion carried.  Mr. Metzger said that all signs now being replaced are done to the current standards, 

and any signs taken down are reused if the aluminum blank is in good shape.  Mr. Metzger said the 

Highway Department has also taken possession of their new truck.  He said Road District No. 1 will 

be buying the old truck. 

 

The following Accounts Payable having been approved for payment, Commissioner Wittenauer 

moved that the same be allowed and that vouchers be issued against their respective funds of the 

County Treasurer for payment. Motion seconded by Commissioner Elmore, and so declared all voting 

Aye, none Nay, and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

 

10-8 Video 45.80 

1st National Bank of Waterloo 2,599.29 

AT&T Mobility 2,008.12 

ABMDI 50.00 

Americom Imaging Systems, Inc. 119.00 

Americom 4,453.34 

Ann Rudloff 25.92 

Belleville Supply Company 1,058.40 

Bob Barker Company Inc. 555.68 

Brandt Services Inc. 223.62 

Byers Printing Co. 1,297.85 

Carl Wuertz 118.75 

Cercis Emergency Physicians 69.25 

Charter Communications 91.84 

Christian T. Unser 35.61 

City of Waterloo 17,004.17 

Clinical Radiologists S.C. 50.54 

CMS Shared Services Ctr 400.00 
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Coast to Coast Equipment 68.53 

Coast to Coast 240.46 

Columbia Quarry Company 1,513.14 

Cory Comte 165.00 

Digital Ally 40.00 

Dobbs Tire & Auto Centers 244.52 

East St. Louis Bar Association 100.00 

Ed Roehr Auto Radio Co Inc. 102.08 

Edward R. Ahne 264.00 

Egyptian Stationers Inc. 325.81 

Election Systems & Software Inc. 9,900.00 

Fike & Fike Inc. 7,030.00 

Gateway FS 121.84 

Gateway Industrial Power 913.08 

Goodin Associates ltd 305.00 

GreatAmerica Financial Services 152.49 

H P Products 4,377.75 

Harrisonville Telephone Company 3,260.41 

IL Assn. County Clerks & Recorders 250.00 

IL Dept of Central Mgmt Services 498.55 

Inclusion Solutions 3,836.95 

John Deere Financial 107.48 

Kelton Davis 11,429.00 

Kone Inc. 612.50 

Law Enforcement Targets 71.39 

Leaf 16.30 

Leon Uniform Company Inc. 224.97 

MAR Graphics 2,888.30 

Mike A. Maedge Trucking Inc. 13,915.51 

Mike’s Service Station 450.29 

Monroe County Health Department 5,360.00 

Monroe County Independent 2,058.00 

Motorola 1,236.00 

Nabers Shop 269.02 

NMS 183.00 

Oak Hill 3,548.00 

Prairie Farms Dairy, Inc. 227.60 

Quality Collision, Inc. 978.24 

Quill Corporation 346.49 

Radiology Consultants 35.95 

Rahn’s Hometown Auto Repair 45.32 

Rejis Commission 1,052.00 

Republic-Times LLC 1,894.30 

Road District 8 7,500.00 

Russell Brafford 288.89 

Secure Document Destruction 40.00 

Security Envelope Company 339.83 

SILEC 4,016.00 
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St. Clair County Coroner 100.00 

St. Clair/Monroe County CASA 1,200.00 

The Lowenbaum Partnership LLC 3,867.50 

Toshiba Financial Services 246.00 

Traughber & Morris Ltd 741.67 

U S Bank Equipment Finance 267.72 

V “Red” Smith 20.00 

Walmart Community 442.34 

Waterloo Animal Hospital 845.10 

Watson’s Office City 76.30 

Wayne’s One Stop 93.20 

Wireless USA 155.63 

 

HEALTH TAX FUND 

1st National Bank of Waterloo 2,103.78 

Coast to Coast Equipment 162.00  

GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuticals 1,038.46 

Harrisonville Telephone Company 606.15 

Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp. 1,230.47 

Motorola 34.00 

Sanofi Pasteur Inc. 7,386.79 

 

 

AMBULANCE SERVICE FUND 

 

1st National Bank of Waterloo 297.94 

Airgas Mid America 300.90 

Bound Tree Medical LLC 213.48 

Harrisonville Telephone Company 142.89 

Midwest Warehouse & Storage Inc. 100.00 

Motorola Solutions 396.00 

New Creations Screen Printing 98.50 

Phillips 66 Company 206.07 

Quill Corporation 135.08 

Shirleen Schaefer 832.02 

Walmart Community/RFCSLLC 148.64 

Weir Ford-Mercury LLC 281.23 

Wells Fargo Vendor Fin Serv 115.99 

Wex 1,449.34 

Zoll Medical Corporation 443.57 

 

HIGHWAY FUND 

 

Allstar Concrete Pumping, LLC 712.50 

Al’s  Auto Waterloo 104.57 

Aramark Uniform Services 2,304.50 

Compass Minerals 21,608.71 

Fountain Water District 52.09  
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Handling Systems Inc. 416.00 

Harrisonville Telephone Co. 43.71 

Iron Crafters Inc. 17.58 

John Deere Financial 840.07 

John Fabick Tractor Company 81.55 

Leaf 299.00 

Maclair Asphalt Co. Inc. 1,140.17 

Midwest Occupational Medicine Ltd 557.50 

Nabers Shop 233.50 

Quill 8.79 

Roger’s Redi-Mix Inc. 614.00 

Schaefer Trucking, Inc. 2121.50 

Shelby’s Automotive Repair Inc. 25.00 

University of Illinois-PSEP 130.00 

V “Red” Smith Pest Control Inc. 25.00 

Vanguard Truck Center of Cahokia 148,285.71 

Viking-Cives Midwest Inc. 5,909.57 

Waterloo Lumber Co. 17.77 

Watson’s Office City 98.69 

Woody’s Municipal Supply Company 13,374.00 

 

BRIDGE FUND 

 

Road District No. 7           6,243.90 

COUNTY MOTOR FUEL 

 

Columbia Quarry Company            102.05 

 

ROAD DISTRICT MFT 

 

Columbia Quarry Company          2,982.30 

Mike A. Maedge Trucking Inc.        18,186.65 

 

RECORDER’S DOCUMENT FUND 

 

Fidlar Technologies            565.63 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenuaer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to approve 

the minutes from 10/17 and 10/24.  There was discussion of the minutes from the 10/17/16 regular 

meeting and the 10/24/16 special meeting.  It was suggested that the portion of the minutes talking 

about the discussion with Holland Construction about the contract pricing and the PTAC units be 

reviewed and amended. No vote was taken on the original motion.  Motion was made by 

Commissioner Wittenauer to revisit the minutes from the 10/17 regular meeting and to approve the 

minutes from the 10/24 special meeting.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

There was no Bicentennial update. 
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Office lease agreements were discussed.  Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a 

second by Commissioner Elmore to approve the annual office lease with the Regional Superintendent 

of Schools for 2,800 square feet and annual lease cost of $21,600.  All voting Aye, none Nay and 

none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to approve 

the annual office lease with the Monroe County Health Department for 4,916 square feet and annual 

lease cost of $4,916.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to approve 

the annual office lease with the Monroe County Emergency Management Agency for 1,600 square 

feet and annual lease cost of $14,400.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to approve 

the annual office lease with the Monroe County Ambulance Service for 3,406 square feet and annual 

lease cost of $29,939.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to approve 

the annual office lease with MERS Goodwill for 203 square feet and annual lease cost of $2,030.  All 

voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to approve 

the annual office lease with the Violence Prevention Center office for 179 square feet and annual 

lease cost of $1,560.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 16-70 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois that 

Rachele Starr, 243 Goodhaven Drive, Columbia, Illinois be appointed to the 9-1-1 Emergency 

Telephone System Board, replacing Sahra Linnemann who has resigned, with term to commence on 

November 7, 2016 and term to expire on December 1, 2017 or until a successor is appointed and has 

qualified. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo this 7th day of 

November, 2016. 

 
 

Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Elmore 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 
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       _____________________________ 

       Terry Liefer, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Member 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to reappoint 

Dylane Doerr as a Trustee to the Miles Cemetery Board.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTION 16-71 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois that 

Dylane Doerr, 3456 Hanover Road, Columbia, Illinois be reappointed as Trustee to the Miles 

Cemetery Board for a term of three years with term to commence on November 1, 2016 and term to 

expire on October 31, 2019 or until a successor is appointed and has qualified. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo this 7th day of 

November, 2016. 

 
 

Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Elmore 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Terry Liefer, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Member 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to reappoint 

Charlotte Hoock as a Trustee to the Miles Cemetery Board.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none 

Absent.  Motion carried. 
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RESOLUTION 16-72 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois that 

Charlotte Hoock, 848 Meadowview Lane, Columbia, Illinois be reappointed as Trustee to the Miles 

Cemetery Board for a term of two years with term to commence on November 1, 2016 and term to 

expire on October 31, 2018 or until a successor is appointed and has qualified. 

 

Passed by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois at Waterloo this 7th day of 

November, 2016. 

 
 

Motion:    Wittenauer     Second:   Elmore 

Aye:     Three     Nay:        None 

Absent:     None 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Terry Liefer, Chairman 

 

_____________________________    

Dennis M. Knobloch, County Clerk   _____________________________ 

       Delbert Wittenauer, Member 

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       Robert Elmore, Member 

 

 

Julia Olszewski came to the meeting to discuss Alzheimer’s Disease.  With Ms. Olszewski were 

Susan Nordhaus, the new Director of Nursing at Oak Hill, and David Renner, who has had family 

members with Alzheimer’s Disease.  Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second 

by Commissioner Elmore to designate November, 2016 as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 

Month in Monroe County.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried.  Chairman 

Liefer also reported that the results of the most recent IDPH inspection at Oak Hill have been 

received with no deficiencies noted. 

 

Carla Heise came to the meeting to present the monthly Monroe County Ambulance report.  She said 

the ESO will go into operation on December 1, even though there are still some problems with the 

CAD – they are trying to prepare the system so the CAD uploads with every call that would include 

the address, times, etc.  If the system cannot be programmed to include that information, it will have 

to manually entered for each call.  Ms. Heise said Tritech is downloading all of the files from the 

Cloud onto a disk, and she would like to keep a copy of that file at the Courthouse as a backup. 

 

Ms. Heise said they are working on a grant from the St. Clement’s Foundation, and they have 

scheduled a CPR Class for November 15.  They are also looking at having some child passenger seat 

training and evaluation.  Ms. Heise said they are also looking at various ways of raising some extra 

funding to help purchase equipment. 
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Edie Koch and Jim Hill were present to discuss the Economic Development activity in the County.  

Ms. Koch said she has been in the position for about 4 months now.  She said they have put together 

some promotional information, including demographics, that can be distributed to potential 

businesses.  She said they are also looking to update the strategic plan for the group.  Ms. Koch said 

they are also working on some marketing ideas, including a new logo for the EDC, and a website that 

is currently under construction.  She said she will also be starting a newsletter and email blasts to 

generate interest in the group.  Ms. Koch said right now the group has 13 members, and the by-laws 

set a limit of 25 investor members.  The process for electing members to the EDC Board was 

discussed. 

 

Jim Hill said they are also looking for businesses who don’t necessarily want to be investors, but they 

want to be in the loop of the Economic Development effort.  Ms. Koch said they are also working on 

business retention and attraction.  She said later in the meeting agenda the Board will be talking about 

a TIF extension, which is very important to a possible business attraction project.  Ms. Koch said she 

hopes the County Board can act on that TIF extension today, since it is one of the taxing bodies that 

has to be approached on that issue. 

 

Chairman Liefer said you are working with Dupo that is in St. Clair County – is there any intention of 

moving south into Randolph County as well?  Mr. Hill said they will be contacting Randolph County 

in the coming months.  There was also discussion regarding a possible interchange between Columbia 

and Dupo. 

 

Chairman Liefer was presented a Certificate of Appreciation for his efforts in helping to keep the 

Economic Development activity alive in Monroe County. 

 

A contingent from the Violence Prevention office was on hand, led by Thelma Burgonio-Watson of 

the House of Neighborly Service.  Darlene Jones, the Executive Director of Violence Prevention 

introduced Rita Hubbs, who will now serve as the legal advocate for the Violence Prevention Center.  

Ms. Hubbs has been with the group for six and a half years, and will be working in Monroe County 

three days a week.  Ms. Jones said they are looking at putting together a multi-discipline team 

including the States Attorney, Sheriff, etc.  She said by doing this, the group will be much more 

effective in helping people.  Ms. Jones said she wanted to thank the County Board for stepping up and 

helping to keep the office functioning when there was the possibility of it closing. 

 

Kevin Koenigstein came to the meeting to discuss the County Health Insurance program.  He said the 

County employees had voted overwhelmingly in favor of going with the Blue Cross insurance option.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Elmore, with a second by Commissioner Wittenauer to go with 

Blue Cross for the county’s health insurance program.  All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Koenigstein said the second installment of taxes is due by November 18th, and about 60% of the 

taxes have been collected. 

 

There was discussion as to how to handle the end of year payroll.  Audrey Trembly said the 

Commissioners need to decide how to apply payroll increases, because the Zobrio system does not 

allow for two different rates in one payroll cycle.  If two different rates are entered, the system blends 

the rates to an average rate.  The Commissioners said they would think about this, and make a 

decision at a later date. 
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Brian Hooten, Mike Schneider and Kristen Reifschneider were present to discuss the bids for cameras 

throughout the Courthouse.  Mike Schneider said seven bids were received, and the low bid was from 

Barcom in the amount of $25,302.  He said he suggested adding a few extras to the system that would 

bring the total cost up to $26,976.  Mr. Schneider said the system includes 29 cameras and 10 

additional cables for future camera installation.  Mr. Schneider said the back portion of the 

information desk area will be made into a closet to hold the camera equipment.  Brian Hooten said he 

got a price to build in that closet and also to replace the metal ceiling in the first floor hallway.  He 

said the bids from the camera companies were all with the agreement that they would not have to 

work through the existing metal ceiling.  Brian Hooten said to replace the ceiling we would be 

looking at about $20,000, and to replace light fixtures it would be another $4,000 to $5,000.  Mr. 

Hooten said building in the closet with door will be about $5,000.  Mike Schneider said he estimated 

the total cost of the project at about $60,000 to $62,000. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore to proceed 

with the installation of the camera system with a projected cost of approximately $60,000.  All voting 

Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Liefer asked Brian Hooten if he was going to talk to CTS about assistance on the lighting 

project.  He said he would be doing that. 

 

Edie Koch returned to the meeting to discuss the Rock City TIF District and a possible food 

manufacturing project there.  She said there will be at a minimum of $10 million in development 

costs, and Joe Koppeis will be looking at a 20-year loan to cover these costs.  She said the current TIF 

District only goes out to 2023, and he will need that extended so that banks will consider his funding 

request.  Ms. Koch said by statute, a TIF can initially go 23 years, and you’re allowed to extend it 

another 12 years with the approval of the local taxing districts.  She said in order to get final approval, 

this will have to be taken to the State legislative veto session.  Ms. Koch said he will have to get 

letters of agreement from all of the affected taxing districts, and those will all have to be submitted 

with his legislative request. 

 

Commissioner Wittenauer said he talked to Mayor Heavner of Valmeyer, and he is not even aware of 

this request to extend the Rock City TIF District.  Chairman Liefer said they haven’t even been in the 

discussion on this.  Chairman Liefer said the County will support the Village of Valmeyer in this 

effort, but it should be Valmeyer that leads this effort and reports back to the County Board asking for 

support.  Ms. Koch said so you mean you can’t just come forward and say you’re in support of this 

extension? 

 

Commissioner Wittenauer said that Mayor Heavner made a special effort to reach out to the 

Commissioners to tell them the Village of Valmeyer is in the dark on this issue, and would like to 

review this information before the County Board agrees to this extension.  Ms. Koch asked when was 

that?  Commissioner Wittenauer said this past Saturday night. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner  

Elmore to allow Chairman Liefer to work with the Village of Valmeyer regarding the 12-year 

extension of the Rock City TIF District, once Mayor Heavner and the officials of the Village of 

Valmeyer pass the recommendation for approval of this extension onto the Monroe County Board.  

All voting Aye, none Nay and none Absent.  Motion carried. 
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Commissioner Wittenauer said this would be a good time for Ms. Koch to contact Howard Heavner to 

discuss this issue. 

 

Chairman Liefer said Highway negotiations begin next week.  Commissioner Wittenauer asked where 

we are on available funding for repairs, like new carpeting at the Annex, since we just agreed to 

spend all this money on the new camera system.  Chairman Liefer said he is also concerned that if the 

County proceeds with the energy audit program, how much money will that cost the county?  

Chairman Liefer said the County also has some excess funds in the insurance fund that can be used 

for these improvements. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, motion to adjourn was made by 

Commissioner Wittenauer, with a second by Commissioner Elmore.  All voting Aye, none Nay and 

none Absent. Motion carried. 

 


