JONATHAN MCLEAN
MONROE COUNTY CLERK

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF MONROE COUNTY, ILLINOIS OCTOBER 8, 2025

The meeting of the County Commissioners of Monroe County, Illinois was called to order at 8:15 a.m. by
Chairman George E. Green.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman George E. Green, Commissioner Vicki Koerber and Commissioner Doug Garmer were present.

Others present included Deputy Clerk Kara Etherton, Treasurer Kevin Koenigstein, Deputy Treasurer Scott
Marquardt, Deputy Clerk Ashley Hoeffken, and Sidney Horn.

State’s Attorney Ryan Webb presented the FY2026 budget for the State’s Attorney’s Office. He explained
that the opioid expenditures would be starting now that Drug Court has been established. The request was
for $758,493. This included staff wage increases and the hiring of a new file clerk.

The Circuit Clerk’s Budget was presented for FY2026. There were slight increases in clerk operation
expenses, document storage expenses, and court automation expenses due to some mandated requirements.

Courtney Schweickhardt presented the FY2026 budget for Probation. There were no changes from the
previous year with the exception of salary increases which are covered by the State and the salary for the
new Drug Court Officer whose salary is completely covered by Grants.

Circuit Clerk Judge Chris Hitzeman presented the Judicial budget for FY2026. There were no major
changes with a slight increase in equipment and maintenance. There was discussion concerning the new
Public Defender Act and the new mandates and regulations that will need to be followed. This act takes
effect January 1, 2027, and this will be something that the commissioners will need to keep in mind and
plan for.

Health Director John Wagner presented the FY2026 budget for the Board of Health. The levy request is for
$301,651 which is the same request as FY2025. He stated that this could change for next year if federal
funding continues to go down. Mr. Wagner also announced that this would be his last budget meeting as he
would be retiring in 2026.

William Catalano presented the FY2026 levy for the University of Illinois Extension Office. The total
request is for $200,000. This request is the same as FY2025.

Monroe County Coroner Bob Hill presented the FY2026 budget. The budget request included annual salary
increases.

Regional Superintendent of Schools Ryan McClellan presented his request for FY2026 funding. His total
request for both Randolph and Monroe Counties was $215,400. Monroe County’s share of that amount
would be $145,007. This is a 16% reduction in the amount requested compared to FY2025. This number
does not include the TRS penalties for Kelton Davis whose actual penalty is $122,0600, and Chris
Diddlebock, whose penalty is expected to be between $105,000 and $1 15,000, for taking their first-year
stipends at a larger than a 6% increase in their salary. Talks are ongoing with TRS, and the hope is that
since Mr. Davis and Mr. Diddlebock approved those numbers for themselves, the County will not have to
pay those fees.

The Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District submitted their request for $15,000 from Monroe
County from the FY2026 budget.
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Treasurer Kevin Koenigstein reviewed the budgets for Planning and Development, Commissioners/General
County/General Assistance, Treasurer/Social Security/IMRF/Tort, and Immunity. The only change to the
Planning and Development budget was an increase in the East-West Gateway Council line item to cover
the increasing cost of participation. County Commissioners want to add $65,000 line item to their budget
that will cover the new FOIA Officer/Web site manager position salary. After some discussion it was
decided to put $700,000 into contingency in order for coverage on the scour hole situation at the Stringtown
Levee and for any capital improvements in and around the Courthouse and Annex. The Treasurer budget
request increase was for staff wage increases. CIRMA payment will be going down but it is not yet known
exactly how much that will be.

Commissioner Koerber made a motion to adjourn. Second by Commissioner Garmer. All voting Aye. None
Nay. None Absent. Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 11:57 a.m. The next regular Board meeting will be on October 20, 2025.

Minutes approved on October 20, 2025, and filed for record in the
Co Clerk’s office.
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